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William Playfair (1759-1823)

Scottish engineer and political economist
Founder of graphical methods of statistics (now called statistical graphics)

In 1785 he published The Commercial and Political Atlas (incl. 40 charts)




William Playfair (1759-1823)

Inventor of several types of diagrams:
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Above all else, show the data
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Data-ink ratio

Data graphics should draw the viewer's attention to the sense and substance of the datg, not to something else.
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Data graphics should draw the viewer's attention to the sense and substance of the data, not to something else.
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Data graphics should draw the viewer’'s attention to the sense and substance of the data, not to something else.
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Data-ink ratio

Data graphics should draw the viewer's attention to the sense and substance of the datag, not to something else.
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Data graphics should draw the viewer's attention to the sense and substance of the data, not to something else.
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Data graphics should draw the viewer's attention to the sense and substance of the data, not to something else.
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Data-ink ratio

Data graphics should draw the viewer's attention to the sense and substance of the data, not to something else.

Maximize the data-ink ratio, where:

DATA-INK
TOTAL INK USED IN THE GRAPHIC

DATA-INK RATIO =

This ratio will always be <=1

Our goal is to make the data-ink ratio as close as 1 as possible (within reason)
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